SHIGA, etal., 10/787,459 

29 February 2008 Amendment 

Responsive to 29 October 2007 Office Action 



500.43554X00 / W1 429-01 EO 
Page 2 



Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A presence management apparatus connected to a 
first apparatus and a second apparatus via a network, the presence management 
apparatus comprising: 

presence update means for updating a first user's presence received from the 
first apparatus and a second user's presence received from the second apparatus, 
wherein the first user uses the first apparatus and the second user uses the second 
apparatus; 

matching condition registration means for registering a matching condition for 
another user's presence including the first user's presence received from the first 
apparatus and designated by the first user and a matching condition for another 
user's p re s e n ce .|n eluding the se to received from the second 

apparatus and designated by the second user; and 

matching decision means of bidirectional matching decision between the first 
and second users for deciding if the first user's presence matches the matching 
condition designated by the second user and if the second user's presence matches 
the registered matching condition designated by the first user, wkeaas a result of 
that the matching condition registration means performs matching condition 
registration processing ami/or the presence update means performs presence 
update processing for the first user . 
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2. (Currently Amended) The presence management apparatus according to 
claim 1 , further comprising 

matching notification means for notifying the first and/or the second apparatus 
that, if the matching decision means decides that the teefefirst and second user's 
presences are coincident with the matching conditions N ^designated by the 

second and first users, respectively , a match has occurred. 

3. (Original) The presence management apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the matching condition registered by the matching condition 

registration means includes a combination of a logical sum and/or a logical product 
of a condition for two or more presences. 

4. (Original) The presence management apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein, for use when it is decided that the first user's presence matches the 

matching condition designated by the second user, the matching decision means 
comprises matching candidate storage means for storing therein an identifier of the 
first user and an identifier of the second user as one of matching candidates and 

wherein, if it is decided that the second user's presence matches the matching 
condition designated by the first user, the matching decision means searches the 
matching candidates, stored in the matching candidate storage means, to decide if 
the first user's presence already matches the matching condition designated by the 
second user. 
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5. (Original) The presence management apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein, if it is decided that the first user's presence does not match the 

matching condition designated by the second user, the matching decision means 
registers the identifier of the first user and the identifier of the second user as a 
matching candidate. 

6. (Original) The presence management apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein, if it is decided that the first user's presence matches the matching 

condition designated by the second user, the matching decision means decides that 
the both matching conditions are satisfied. 

7. (Original) The presence management apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein, for the first user and the second user whose identifiers are stored as 

the matching candidates, the matching decision means decides if the first user's 
presence matches the matching condition designated by the second user and, if it is 
decided that they do not match, deletes the identifier of the first user and the 
identifier of the second user from the matching candidate storage means. 

8. (Currently Amended) An information delivery system in which a first 
apparatus, a second apparatus, and a presence management apparatus are 
connected via a network 

wherein the presence management apparatus comprises: 
presence update means for updating a first user's presence received from the 
first apparatus and a second user's presence received from the second apparatus, 
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wherein the first user uses the first apparatus and the second user uses the second 
apparatus; 

matching condition registration means for registering a matching condition for 
another user's presence including the first user's presence received from the first 
apparatus and designated by the first user and a matching condition for another 
user's presence including the second user's presence received from the second 
apparatus and designated by the second user; 

matching decision means of bidirectional matching decision between the first 
and second users for deciding if the first user's presence matches the matching 
condition designated by the second user and if the second user's presence matches 
the registered matching condition designated by the first user, wtefi-as a result of 
that the matching condition registration means performs .matching condition 
registration processing am#or the presence update means performs presence 
update processing for the first user; and 

matching notification means for notifying the first apparatus that, if the 
matching decision means decides that the kofe-first and second user's presences 
are coincident with the matching conditions a;*-* »u^n<-M designated by the second 
and first users, respectively, a match has occurred, 

wherein the first apparatus comprises means for delivering information to the 
second apparatus. 
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9. (Original) The information delivery system according to claim 8, 
wherein the matching condition registered by the matching condition 

registration means of the presence management apparatus includes a combination 
of a logical sum and/or a logical product of a condition for two or more presences. 

10. (Original) The information delivery system according to claim 8, 
wherein, for use when it is decided that the first user's presence matches the 

matching condition designated by the second user, the matching decision means of 
the presence management apparatus comprises matching candidate storage means 
for storing therein an identifier of the first user and an identifier of the second user as 
one of matching candidates and 

wherein, if it is decided that the second user's presence matches the matching 
condition designated by the first user, the matching decision means of the presence 
management apparatus searches the matching candidates, stored in the matching 
candidate storage means, to decide if the first user's presence already matches the 
matching condition designated by the second user. 

11. (Original) The information delivery system according to claim 10, 
wherein, if it is decided that the first user's presence does not match the 

matching condition designated by the second user, the matching decision means of 
the presence management apparatus registers an identifier of the first user and an 
identifier of the second user as one of matching candidates. 
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12. (Original) The information delivery system according to claim 10, 
wherein, if it is decided that the first user's presence matches the matching 
condition designated by the second user, the matching decision means of the 
presence management apparatus decides that the both matching conditions are 
satisfied. 



13. (Original) The information delivery system according to claim 10, 
wherein, for the first user and the second user whose identifiers are stored as 
the matching candidates, the matching decision means of the presence 
management apparatus decides if the first user's presence matches the matching 
condition designated by the second user and, if it is decided that they do not match, 
deletes the identifier of the first user and the identifier of the second user from the 
matching candidate storage means. 



